
English 11 
Room D-5 

Instructor: Ms. Ambrogio 
Phone: (757) 868-4703 
Email: roberta.ambrogio@poquoson.k12.va.us 
  
Remind 101 Code: Google Classroom Code: 
 

Overview 
        This course is aligned to meet the 
requirements and rigor of the Virginia SOL and 
Poquoson English standards. This means that we 
will be reaching farther into our capabilities as 
learners and producing better results than 
anything you have done before. A guide to your 
year is below, though it is subject to change: 
 

Quarter 1: 
-Summer Reading 
-Diagnostic Writing 
-Notebook Checks 
-Independent Novel Project 
-1 paper (at least) 
 
Quarter 2: 
-Notebook Checks 
-Independent Novel 
-2 papers (at least) 
-Midterm Exam 
 
  Quarter 3: 
-Notebook Checks 
-Independent Novel 
-1 paper (at least) 
*Writing SOL* 
 
Quarter 4: 
-Notebook Checks 
-Independent Novel 
-1 paper (at least) 
-Final (if you do not pass the SOL) 
*Reading SOL* 

Communication 
In order to prepare you for the “real world” we 
will be focusing on real world application of the 
material. Additionally, the real world requires 
certain expectation be met to be successful. Two 
of these, for this class, are: 
1.      All assignments that are word-processed are 
to be typed in MLA format, Times New Roman 
font, and double-spaced. 
2.      All communication must be in the form of a 
properly formatted e-mail. Emails that are not 
correctly formatted will receive no response.  
3.    Students should check their emails at least 
once a day,  in case of contact from teacher. 
4.     E-mails to me will be responded to in a 
24-hour period, barring weekends. Usually, I 
will return the email as soon as I have a moment, 
but occasionally, other events stand in the way. 
Please allow me 24 hours to respond to your 
question, concern, request, or other feedback. 
5.     Hours of communication are from 6:00am 
to 9:00pm Monday through Friday. I am also 
available on weekends, but those times will 
fluctuate depending on the day. 

   
Late Work 

      Late work will be accepted with the 
following penalty: 
Each calendar day (excluding weekends) an 
assignment is late will result in a 10% total 
deduction.  

 



Grading Categories 
-Major Assessments: 40% 

-formal writing; major tests; projects; 
multi-step products; presentations 

-Minor Assessments: 30% 
-quizzes; journal; timed writing; 
reading/writing reflections 

-Practice: 20% 
-classwork; independent practice; group 
practice; homework 

-5 C’s (PBL-initiative): 10% 
- Collaboration, Communication, 
Critical Thinking, Creativity, and 
Citizenship 

 
Grading Timeline 

Below you will find my proposed 
grading timeline for anything that you turn in to 
me. With the understanding that sometimes, life 
gets in the way, I will do my level best to adhere 
to these time limits in an effort to give you 
timely, relevant feedback. 
-Practice/Classwork - 1-2 days 
-Minor Assessments - 2-4 days 
-Major Assessments - 1 week 
 
Do-overs 

It is my belief that sometimes, we all 
need a “do-over”. As such, I have the following 
policy for my classroom: 
-Practice/Classwork - No do over, as the 
percentage of effect on the overall grade is 
minor. 
-Minor Assessments - One do over of a quiz or 
other minor assessment per quarter. Requires 
completion of Redo Request form. 
-Major Assessments - Two do overs of a major 
assessment. Must attend before/after school 
help. 
*Do-overs will not be given if the constraints 
(forms or additional help) are not met. 
 
 
 

Attendance 
        Daily attendance is necessary to achieve 
your goals. You assume responsibility for 
missing class the calendar day you return to 
school.  
Make up work: 
Make up work will be on the website, in Google 
Classroom, or waiting in a folder for your return. 
Select the date you were out, and you may ask 
questions/get your materials before or after 
class. It is your responsibility to know the 
materials you need, and get the notes from 
someone. 
  
Due date for Make up Work: 
Time out = Time due. If you are out for 1 
calendar day, you have 1 calendar day to make 
up the work.  
  
Passes out of class: 
Each student will be issued 5 passes at the 
beginning of the marking period. You are 
responsible for keeping track of these 
throughout the marking period. If you lose them 
or run out, extras will not be given. 

 
Materials 

Every day each student is required to have: 
-English Notebook (college ruled, 200 pages) 
-3-ring binder (combining is fine) 
-Sticky notes 
-Highlighter 
-Pen/Pencil 
-A positive attitude 
  
*Materials are due September 9 
**If you are unable to procure your materials for 
any reason, please come speak to me before the 
next class. 
  

 
 



Classroom Expectations 
We will be working as a class to create our 

classroom rules. However, the four rules for 
success in my class are listed below:  
Ready – Students who are ready come to class 
on time, with their materials, and are prepared to 
learn. 
Respectful – Students who are respectful listen 
to one another, regardless of beliefs or 
preconceived notions. Respectful students wait 
their turn, help others, and recognize that not 
everyone has the same life experiences. 
Responsible – Students who are responsible take 
control of their education. These students do not 
rely on the teacher to be the sole vessel of 
knowledge, but recognize their own expertise, as 
well as, their classmates. 
Real – Students who are real realize both their 
successes and their weaknesses. They ask 
questions, come before or after school, and 
research on their own to achieve success even in 
their weakest areas. 
  
 
 
 

Extra Help: 
 I am available for extra help before 
school and after school on Tuesday and 
Thursday  until 3:30pm. If these times do not 
work, there are other options available. 
 All students requiring extra help need to 
make an appointment. There will be a sheet on 
the door after the first week of school to do so. 
This ensures I do not have a classroom of 
students, so you may receive the attention you 
need. Also, it allows me to prepare the materials 
you may need. 
  

Remind 101/Google Classroom 
 Remind101 and Google Classroom are 
two pieces of technology we are going to use 
this year. Both require a code to access. Please 
share this code with your parent/guardian so 
they may have the same access you do. 
Remind 101 – I can send you reminders of 
assignments, take a poll, or have an extra credit 
assignment. 
Google Classroom – This will be used to turn in 
assignments, share resources, or if you are 
absent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Student and Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement Form 
  
During the school year we will be handling nonfiction pieces and learning the policies and procedures of 
the classroom. Instruction materials and syllabi fall under this category. As this is your first assignment of 
a nonfiction piece, your assignment is: discuss the syllabus with your parent/guardian, have them sign it, 
complete all of the information required of you and return it by our first class the week of September 11, 
2017. 
  
  
  
I,_________________________________________________________(print student name), have read 
and understood the class syllabus and the expectations set before me. During class discussion, I have 
asked any questions of it that I needed further explanation. I understand that by signing and returning this 
form I am agreeing to meet the expectations listed. 
 
  
____________________________________________ 
(Student Signature) 
  
  
____________________________________________ 
(Parent/Guardian Signature) 
  
  
  
  
Parent/Guardian Best contact: 
  
  
  
  
Student e-mail: 
 
 
Any issues or concerns at this time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

I look forward to working with your child in class!  We have an exciting year ahead of us.  Please 
review the course information your child received in class.  In an attempt to keep you better informed of 
your child’s performance I would like to be able to email periodic updates to you regarding happenings in 
class. Please fill out the following information so I can make sure I have your correct address in the 
school’s database.  
 
Please check one of the following: 
____I authorize you to use the below email address for correspondence regarding my child’s 
English class: 
Email Address__________________________________________________________________ 

____I have no email address available or do not wish to share it. 
 
Poquoson High School will continue to implement Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) this year.  This 
means that students may use a personal electronic device in approved areas of the building for educational 
purposes.  While I look forward to implementing technology enhanced activities and lessons in the 
curriculum, we will not use BYOD on a daily basis in my classroom.  As we all know, cell phones can be 
distracting.  Past students have informed me that cell phones are one of the leading causes of distraction 
when trying to learn.  In an attempt to use cell phones (and other devices) only when it will benefit your 
child’s English education, I provide each student with an assigned, number-specific space to store phones 
safely during his or her class period with me. Students will place their phones (powered off) in their 
assigned slot as they walk in the classroom and will retrieve them after the bell rings on their way out of 
the room. Students who do not follow this classroom policy will have their devices confiscated. 
 
Please check one of the following: 
____I have read and understand Ms. Ambrogio’s classroom cell phone policy. 
 

____My child does not have a cell phone (or other electronic device) or will not participate in Ms. 
Ambrogio’s program. I understand that if my child is found using a device during a non-technology 
enhanced class lesson, his or her device will be confiscated. 
 
Please review my classroom expectations and sign below to acknowledge that you have read them. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to a terrific school 
year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Roberta Ambrogio 
Honors English 9 & English 11 
roberta.ambrogio@poquoson.k12.va.us 
 
Please fill out the following information: 

Student’s Name__________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name (printed)__________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________________ 

mailto:roberta.ambrogio@poquoson.k12.va.us

